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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the '" 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed 

Commissioner for Patents '^^^^W^^W^I^i^^^^'&m^'- 
P.O. Box 1450 ' ' ' ' '"' "~ 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 Date: 
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llinda M; Shudy (RegijNo. 47,01 



TRANSMITTAL OF RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF 
NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT (37 C.F.R. 1.121) 

SIR: 

Please find a response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated 
August 21, 2003 (the one-month time period being September 22, 2003 (since September 21, 
2003 is a Sunday)), transmitted herewith for filing in the above-identified patent application. 

No fee is believed due, however, if needed, the Commissioner is authorized, as 
appropriate and/or necessary, to charge any additional fees (including any Rule 136(a) 
extension fees) or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-0600. A duplicate copy 
of this transmittal letter is enclosed for that purpose. 




Respectfully submitted, V^^f 1 ^]"^ 
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Richard L. Mayer ^ 
(Reg. No. 22,490) 
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Paper No. 



otice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment document filed on ^l^l^3> is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the requirements of 37 
CFR 1.121, as amended on June 30, 20t)3 (see 68 Fed Reg. 38611, Jun. 30, 2003). In order for the amendment document to be 
compliant, correction of the following omission(s) or provision is required. Only the section (1.121(h)) of the amendment 
document containing the omission or non-compliant provision must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e.g., the entire 
"Amendments to the claims" section of applicant's amendment document must be re-submitted. 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) ELEMENTS(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
D 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other 



□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other 



D 3. Amendments to the drawings: 




tendments to the claims: 

A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims (inch withdrawn claims) 

C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each claim 



cannot be identified. 

D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. ' i 

E - 0ther: ^ffl c latrnS Indarl,*^ ^J-aMjs ic^ W,^ r < 



For further explanation of the amendment Tormat required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP Sec, 714 and the USPTO website at 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/ofnces/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/ofnceflver.pdf . 

If the non-compliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of 
this letter to supply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121 will result in 
non-entry of the preliminary amendment and examination on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed 
changes in the preliminary amendment(s). This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is 
not extendable. 

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION, and since the amendment appears to be a bona 
fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1 .135(c)), applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice 
within which to re-submit the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 1 in order to avoid abandonment EXTENSIONS 
OF THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for 
response to a final rejection continues to run from the date set in the final rejection, and is not affected by the non-compliant 
status i 



s of the amendment. 

rfLI 



Legal Instruments Examiner (lIE) 



July 22, 2003 (rev.) 



> • REVISED AMENDIvftsT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.* CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 



All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1 121 See Final 

««T'.^" 8 J!l^ P,en,e,lt E,ectronic Main <*"ance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at: hnp://ww.usDto.gov/web/n a tenK/ifw/ ' 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1.121, and described below replaces 
the voluntary revised amendment format available to applicants since February 2003 NOTE- STRICT ' 

30 O 2^Thfof^e TH t ff V, r ED 3? P R ,S REQUIRED A ^° F THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
30, 2003) The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 v,a a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev 1 Feb 20 03 T The non 
compliant sect,on(s ) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted wiftt" a set S 

11^^!^ ( ° nt haS . hee " ^ " hiph ' ipht ,he mai ° r b etween th, „„,W i 7 rro 

1 121 and the voluntary reused amendment for™, ihnt n p plicant!! ' cnult }' u „ €/ „ cg Feh ,„„ , e -*^LU2L 

Note: The amendment pract.ce for reissues and reexami nation proceedings, except for drawings ; has not changed. 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRArTirir 

I. Begin each section o f an amendment document on a senarate sheet- 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments, Drawina 
iTu^T' f $) mU , St be f n ° n 3 SCparate Sheet Startin S each se P arate sec tion on a new pa i will 

Kle^T CParat y mdeX,n8 SC3nning e3Ch SeCtl '° n ° f a " amCndment docume " t foKint in an 

II. Two versions of amended partes) no longer required: 

?Lh FR !' 121 bee ° reVi l Cd t0 "° '° nger re< ' uire *»* versions (» c, «" version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for ? clean 
vers,on and a marked up version for substitute snerifirstinn, under 37 CFR 1.125 have been Earned 

A) Amendments to the claims: 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
cla.m, must .nc.ude a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in thT m g the 
status must be md.cated m a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim 
current changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in tte^S, 

(1 ) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given ,n a parenthetical expression following the claim numbe using only one of 
he following seven status ident.fiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn (nH 
(previously presented) and (not entered). The text of all pending claims, incJin\ wit HHrnl^l must 
be subm.tted each t.me any claim .s amended. Canceled a_ndnotentered claims must be indicated "y o nly 
the cla.m number and status, without presenting the text of the claims y 

(2) The text of all claims being currently amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in ant tended claim 

ZJ?, rr" r " n,ng (f0 ^ dded matter) " striketh ™S h Cor deleted matteV) with ^excep'ions n 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, double bracks m av be used (pv fh „, . n . {l) 

stnke through cannot be easily perceived fr.,., deletion of the number «4>> " r certain nuJnLL 
douMeb ra^kets must be used (e. P .. U411). As an aU.r ^ to usinp dnuMtf ^J.^JZ™^ 
mnoMMte xt may be included befo re and af ter t ext bei n e deleted, all /„ ^ e throU. ftM J22 
UKludmsjjnd underline the extra text with the desiredchnML (e.g. gL^rjj^An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently 
amended," and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings currently 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currently amended, including withdrawn ./„,W must be presented jn 
the cla.m hst.ng m clean version. /.,.. without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that ,t has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. ' 



n~. i ,«-,,-, 4,n,» r-...._r :i: _i, r^rr. u.. „n -r/-. 



